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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

1970 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Rothbury  Rural  District  Council 

Vital  Statistics  The  preliminary  report  of  the  Census  1971  shows  the 
population  of  the  District  to  be  4,971  persons.  At  the  1961  Census  it  was 
5*498  and  in  1951  it  was  5*651.  The  estimated  mid-year  population  for 
1970  was  5,140  and  so  the  rate  of  depopulation  has  been  greater  than 
anticipated.  Outward  migration  is  the  most  significant  factor  but  for  the 
past  three  years  there  has  also  been  an  excess  of  deaths  over  births. 

The  number  of  births  was  again  low  but  it  was  higher  than  in  1969  ~ 
sixty-five  births  compared  with  fifty-seven.  The  crude  rate  was  12.6  per 
thousand  population  and  the  adjusted  rate  14.9  per  thousand  compared  with 
a  rate  for  England  and  'ales  of  sixteen  per  thousand.  For  the  second  year 
running  there  were  no  infant  deaths. 

The  death  rate  was  above  the  national  rate.  Three  quarters  of  the 
deaths  were  in  persons  over  65  years.  Causes  of  death  followed  a  normal 
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pattern.  There  was  one  death  in  an  elderly  woman  where  hypothermia  was  a 
contributory  factor  but  this  was  a  result  of  self  neglect  rather  than 
inadequacy  of  services  available. 

Immunisation  Last  year  acceptance  rates  for  primary  immunisation  of 
infants  appeared  to  be  unsatisfactorily  low  but  the  statistics  for  1970 
show  a  reversal  of  this  position.  A  lower  acceptance  rate  had  been  contrary 
to  the  experience  of  doctors  and  health  visitors  and  would  seem  to  have  been 
apparent  rather  than  real  and  due  to  recent  changes  in  the  immunisation 
schedule  and  method  of  recording.  Measles  vaccination  has  become  acceptable 
and  its  value  is  indicated  by  a  general  fall  in  the  level  of  the  disease. 
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This  form  of  immunisation  is  to  be  encouraged  because ,  apart  from  the 
discomfort  of  the  illness ,  a  proportion  of  children  have  serious 
complications  and  the  national  deaths  from  this  disease  in  children  at 
present  average  about  forty  annually.  Vaccination  against  rubella 
(German  Measles)  became  available  for  13-year-old  girls.  This  is  a 
prophylactic  measure  against  possible  congenital  defects  as  a  result  of 
infection  during  pregnancy  and  acceptance  was  reasonably  good.  At  the 
time  of  writing  it  has  now  been  recommended  nationally  that  vaccination 
against  smallpox  need  no  longer  be  recommended  routinely  as  part  of  the 
immunisation  schedule  for  children.  As  a  result  of  smallpox  eradication 
programmes  the  world-wide  incidence  has  fallen  dramatically  especially  in 
the  last  ten  years  -  a  fall  both  in  the  number  of  cases  and  in  the  number 
of  countries  reporting  the  disease.  Vaccination  for  international  travel 
is  being  required  by  progressively  fewer  countries  unless  the  traveller 
comes  from  an  infected  area. 

Infectious  Diseases  There  were  no  cases  of  tuberculosis  notified  and  the 
last  one  in  the  District  was  in  19^7. 

There  were  two  cases  of  food  poisoning  by  salmonella  organisms  and 
taken  together  they  summarise  the  two  commonest  sources  of  infection  in 
this  area.  The  first  was  contracted  while  on  holiday  abroad.  The  second 
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was  in  an  infant  who  lived  on  a  farm  where  there  was  a  known  infection  in 
cattle  and  in  which  the  organism  was  of  the  same  phage  type.  Fifteen 
other  infections  in  livestock  were  reported  but  there  were  no  other 
associated  cases  and  none  were  retail  milk  producers. 

Information  was  received  concerning  an  outbreak  of  leptospirosis  in 
a  pack  of  hounds  with  some  mortality.  This  is  the  same  organism  that 
causes  spirochaetal  jaundice  in  humans.  Mild  and  subclinical  infections 
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are  quite  common  in  persons  at  risk  but  there  is  also  a  significant 
mortality  in  severe  cases.  The  vector  of  the  spirochaete  is  the  rat  which 
does  not  itself  usually  become  ill.  There  was  evidence  of  rat  infestation 
at  the  kennels  and  control  of  this  ended  the  infection. 

Ian  G.P.  Fraser 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


The  area  of  the  district  was  167,186  acres. 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  was  2,205  and 
the  number  of  new  houses  completed  during 
the  year  was  1 1 . 

The  estimated  mid-year  population  was  5il40 
and  this  figure  was  taken  when  calculating 
the  birth  and  death  rate. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  Births 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

27 

36 

63 

Illegitimate 

— 

2 

2 

Total 

27 

38 

65 

Crude  Birth  Rate 

per  1,000  of  the  population 

12.6 

Crude  Birth  Rate 

multiplied  by  Comparability  Factor 

(1.18) 

14.9 

Illegitimate  live 

>  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births 

3 

Still  Births 

Legitimate 

1 

1 

2 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

- 

Total 

1 

1 

2 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1 ,000  total  live  and  still  births  30 

Total  live  and  still  births  67 

Infant  Deaths  (deaths  under  one  year) 

Legitimate  -  - 

Illegitimate  -  - 

Total  -  - 


Infant  Mortality  Rate 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1 ,000  total  live  births 
Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1 ,000  legitimate  live  births 
Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1 ,000  illegitimate  live  births 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate 

Deaths  under  four  weeks  per  1,000  total  live  births 
Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate 

Deaths  under  one  week  per  1,000  total  live  births 
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Perinatal  Mortality  Rate 

Stillbirths  and  deaths  under  one  week  combined 

per  1 ,000  total  live  and  still  births  30 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion) 

Number  of  deaths 

Rate  per  1 ,000  total  live  and  still  births 

Males  Females  Total 

Deaths  38  43  8l 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  13*8 

Crude  Death  Rate  multiplied  by  Comparability  Factor  (0.82)  13*0 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


Malignant  Neoplasm  -  Buccal  Cavity  etc. 
Malignant  Neoplasm  -  Stomach 
Malignant  Neoplasm  -  Intestine 
Malignant  Neoplasm  -  Lung,  Bronchus 
Malignant  Neoplasm  -  Breast 
Malignant  Neoplasm  -  Uterus 
Malignant  Neoplasm  -  Prostate 
Other  Malignant  Neoplasms 
Anaemias 

Mental  Disorders 

Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System 

Hypertensive  Disease 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease 

Other  Forms  of  Heart  Disease 

Cerebrovascular  Disease 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 
Asthma 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

Intestinal  Obstruction  and  Hernia 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

Diseases  of  Musculo-Skeletal  System 

All  Other  Accidents 

All  Other  External  Causes 


Males  Females  Total 


1  1  2 

1  1 

2  1  3 

1  1  2 

2  2 

3  3 

2-2 
1  4  5 

1  1 

1  -  1 

1  1 

2-2 
10  9  19 

1  3  4 

3  7  12 

3-3 

1  3  4 

2  1  3 

1  1 

1  1  2 

1  -  1 

1  -  1 

2-2 
1  -  1 

-  2  2 

1  1 


38  43 


Totals 


8l 
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INFANT  MORTALITY  1919  -  1938  and  1949  -  1970 


Year 

Number  of  Infant 
Deaths 

Infant  Mortality  per 

1 ,000  Live  Births 

Infant 

Mortality 

England  and 

Wales 

1919 

2 

26.0 

89 

1920 

8 

80.1 

80 

1921 

6 

60.0 

83 

1922 

1 

12.0 

77 

1923 

2 

24.0 

69 

1924 

2 

25.0 

75 

1925 

1 

12.2 

75 

1926 

3 

33.3 

70 

1927 

6 

95.0 

69 

1928 

7 

96.0 

65 

1929 

- 

- 

74 

1930 

3 

62.5 

60 

1931 

1 

12.6 

66 

1932 

3 

60.0 

65 

1933 

1 

16.1 

64 

1934 

1 

12.8 

39 

1935 

7 

111.0 

57 

1936 

1 

14.1 

59 

1937 

1 

12.5 

58 

1938 

- 

- 

53 

1949 

4 

45.9 

32 

1950 

2 

26.6 

30 

1951 

2 

23*2 

30 

1952 

- 

- 

28 

1953 

1 

9.5 

27 

1954 

- 

- 

25 

1955 

3 

42.2 

24.9 

1956 

1 

11.4 

24.9 

1957 

1 

12.5 

23.1 

1958 

- 

- 

22.5 

1959 

2 

20.2 

20.7 

i960 

- 

- 

21.7 

1961 

3 

36.6 

21.4 

1962 

- 

- 

21.4 

1963 

- 

mm 

20.9 

1964 

- 

- 

20.9 

1965 

4 

59.7 

21 

1966 

- 

- 

19'. 

1967 

1 

12.9 

18.3 

1968 

1 

14.3 

18 

1969 

- 

- 

18 

1970 

' 

18 

1 

_ L 
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POPULATION 


YEAR 

POPULATION 

YEAR 

POPULATION 

YEAR 

POPULATION 

1919 

3,600 

1934 

5,712 

1958 

5,520 

1920 

3,307 

1935 

5,692 

1959 

5,510 

1921 

5,968 

1936 

5,687 

I960 

5,510 

1922 

5,963 

1937 

5,629 

1961 

5,330 

1923 

6,011 

1938 

5,561 

1962 

5,330 

1924 

6,093 

1939-48 

Not  Published 

1963 

5,320 

1923 

5,939 

1949 

5,680 

1964 

5,370 

1926 

5,87V 

1950 

5,679 

1965 

5,330 

1927 

5,877 

1951 

5,507 

1966 

5,290 

1928 

5,808 

1952 

5,574 

1967 

5,240 

1929 

5,888 

1953 

5,567 

1968 

5,200 

1930 

5,767 

1954 

5,580 

1969 

5,160 

1931 

5,615 

1955 

5,560 

1970 

5,140 

1932 

5,660 

1956 

5,560 

1933 

5,627 

1957 

5,520 

NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


2 

4 


Food  Poisoning 
Measles 
Whooping  Cough 


2 
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IMMUNISATION 

Alnwick  U.D.,  Alnwick  R.D.,  Amble  U.D.t  Rothbury  R.D. 

(Population  29*970) 


Disease 

Primary 

[mmunisation 

Reinforcing  Doses 

Under  4 

4-13 

Total 

Under  4 

4-15 

Total 

Diphtheria 

377 

5 

382 

89 

355 

444 

Whooping  Cough 

374 

2 

376 

55 

81 

136 

Tetanus 

377 

19 

396 

89 

405 

494 

Polio 

361 

7 

368 

94 

368 

462 

Measles 

239 

54 

293 

- 

- 

- 

Rubella 

1 

- 

106 

106 

- 

- 

- 

Primary  Vaccination 

Revaccination 

Under  5 

5-15 

Total 

Under  5 

5-15 

Total 

Smallpox 

255 

7 

262 

2 

25 

27 

There  were  397  live  births  in  the  area  during  1970  and  the  number  of 
primary  immunisations  of  children  under  4  years  of  age  (smallpox  -  under 
5  years)  have  been  expressed  as  percentages  of  this  figure. 


Diphtheria 

95^ 

Whooping  Cough  - 

<$% 

Tetanus 

Polio 

91# 

Smallpox 

64& 

Measles 

6c$ 

B.C.G.  Vaccination  against  Tuberculosis 

Alnwick  U.D.  171 

Alnwick  R.D. 

Amble  U.D.  - 

Rothbury  R.D.  - 

Total  171 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSEPCTOR 

1970 


WATER  SUPPLIES 

Since  1962,  the  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Water  Company  have  been 
responsible  for  the  supply  and  distribution  of  water  in  this  district. 
During  the  year,  the  Company  laid  a  new  main  from  Glanton  to  Whittingham 
giving  the  latter  village  a  considerably  better  supply. 

Monthly  samples  are  taken  to  ensure  wholesome  supplies. 

The  number  of  dwellinghouses  supplied  from  public  mains  is  set  out 
in  the  following  table.  All  are  supplied  direct  to  the  house. 


Parish 

No.  of  Houses 

Approx.  Population 

Alwinton 

17 

39 

Brinkburn 

23 

62 

Cartington 

3 

9 

Elsdon 

32 

144 

Harbottle 

43 

122 

Hepple 

19 

39 

Longframlington 

238 

586 

Rothbury 

715 

1880 

Thropton 

101 

253 

Tosson 

17 

42 

Whittingham 

98 

261 

Totals 

1328 

3479 

SEWERAGE  DISPOSAL 

The  disposal  works  at  Longframlington,  Whittingham,  Wingates  and  the 
Council  houses  at  Thropton,  continue  to  function  satisfactorily.  Entirely 
satisfactory  results  are  difficult  to  maintain  on  the  smaller  works. 

A  scheme  for  Thropton  and  Snitter  was  approved  by  the  Minister  on 
20th  November,  1970.  The  estimated  cost  is  £64,4 79  and  work  should  start 
in  1971 .  This  is  a  long  awaited  scheme. 
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HOUSING 

The  number  of  Council  Houses  is  3^3* 

Eleven  private  houses  were  built  during  the  year  and  conversion  of 
large  houses  into  flats  brought  into  use  3  more  units. 

Nine  houses  were  made  fit  during  the  year  as  a  result  of  informal 
action. 

Six  houses  were  demolished  during  the  year. 


Housing  (Financial  Provisions)  Act  195& 
Housing  Purchase  and  Housing  Act  1959 
Housing  Act  19&1 


A,  Discretionary  Grants 


Applications  submitted  during  the  year  5 

Applications  rejected  Nil 

Applications  approved  5 

Approx,  average  grant  per  house  1970  £640 

Total  number  of  houses  approved  for  grant 
since  inception  of  scheme  3$8 


B.  Standard  Grants  During  the  year  Total  to  date 


Number  of  houses  for  which  grants 


have  been  made 

5 

42 

Number  of  houses  provided  with 
a)  bath  or  shower 

2 

28 

b)  wash  hand  basin 

3 

30 

c)  hot  water  supply 

1 

22 

d)  water  closet 

5 

4l 

e)  food  store 

1 

1 

REFUSE  DISPOSAL 

All  properties  in  the  district  with  the  exception  of  some  in  the  hills, 
have  a  weekly  or  fortnightly  collection.  The  service  operates  smoothly.  One 
25  cub.  yds.  and  one  10  cub.  yds.  vehicles  and  five  men  are  employed. 
CARAVANS 

There  is  a  continuing  demand  for  caravan  sites  in  the  area,  the  owners 
including  the  Council  having  long  waiting  lists. 

FOOD 


The  Council  is  able  to  maintain  100%  inspection  of  meat,  as  required 
by  the  Meat  Inspection  Regulations,  19^3«  Mr.  D.J.  MacPherson,  M.R.C.V.S. 
gives  the  necessary  cover  in  my  absence. 
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During  the  year,  1566  carcases  werp examined  (324  beasts,  152  pigs  and 
978  sheep). 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 


Type  of  Property 

.  Non-Agricultural 

Agricultural 

1.  Number  of  properties  in  district 

1971 

239 

2.  (a)  Total  number  of  properties 
(including  nearby  premises) 

inspected  following  notification 

30 

2 

(b)  Number  infested  by  (l)  Rats 

30 

2 

(11)  Mice 

- 

- 

3*  (a)  Total  number  of  properties 
inspected  for  rats  and/or  mice 
for  reasons  other  than 

notification 

15 

- 

(b)  Number  infested  by  (l)  Rats 

3 

— 

(11)  Mice 

SEWERS 


There  were  no  sewers  infested  by  rats  during  the  year. 


FACTORIES  ACT  1937  &  1948 

Part  1  of  the  Act 

1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purpose  of  provisions  as  to  health 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(l)  Factories  in  which 

Sec.  1 ,2,3*4  &  6  are 
to  be  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

1 

(2)  Factories  not  included 
in  (l)  in  which  Sec.  7 
is  enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority 

20 

8 

(3)  Other  premises  in  which 
Sec.  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  outworkers’ 
premises) 

2 

2 

Totals 

23 

10 

— 

- 
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2.  DEFECTS  FOUND  None 

OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 
This  Act,  brought  into  force  during  1964,  makes  provision  for  the 
safety,  health  and  welfare  of  people  employed  in  these  kind  of  premises, 

Registration  and  General  Inspections 


Class  of  Premises 

Number  of 
Premises 
regist¬ 
ered 
during 
the  year 

Total  number 
of  regis¬ 
tered 

premises  at 
end  of  year 

Number  of 
Registered 
premises 
receiving  a 
general 
inspection 
during  the 
year 

Offices 

- 

8 

2 

Retail  Shops 

- 

21 

6 

Wholesale  shops,  warehouses 

- 

1 

- 

Catering  establishments  open 
to  public ,  canteens 

— 

6 

5 

Fuel  storage  depots 

- 

1 

- 

Totals 

- 

57 
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Analysis  of  Persons  Employed 


Class  of  Workplace 

Number  of  Persons  Employed 

Offices 

21 

Retail  Shops 

69 

Wholesale  department ,  warehouses 

Catering  establishments  open  to  the 

3 

public 

23 

Canteens 

mm 

Fuel  storage  depots 

1 

TOTAL 

117 

Total  Males 

38 

Total  Females 

79 

